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The Cleveland Museum of Art Receives Prestigious Masonry Award 
for the Restoration of the Landmark 1916 Building 

The Golden Trowel Award Recognizes Quality in Masonry Design and Construction 

CLEVELAND (April 30, 2003) — Tbe Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) bas received tbe Golden Trowel Award 
from the International Masonry Institute for the $12.4 million exterior restoration project of the museum’s neo- 
classical marble 1916 building. 

The Golden Trowel is a prestigious award given out annually to a handful of projects in Ohio for quality in 
masonry design and construction. 

The building and its associated terraces and balustrades underwent a major restoration project under the 
direction of Randall Von Ryan, AIA, associate director of architecture and construction for the CMA and designed 
by VITETTA, a restoration architecture and engineering firm located in Philadelphia beginning in 2000. Extensive 
cleaning and repairs were necessary as a result of nearly 85 years of exposure to weather and pollution and 
prompted the restoration project. 

“We are deeply honored to have received this recognition for the restoration project,” says Katharine Eee 
Reid, director of the museum. “Eor the past 85 years, the terraces surrounding the 1916 building have served to 
welcome visitors to the museum’s world renowned collection and it only seemed appropriate to restore the 
building’s appearance.” 

The International Masonry Institute recognizes building projects throughout the United States for their 
quality in masonry design. A jury consisting of architectural professionals, craftworker professionals, contractors 
and educators judge entries on the basis of architectural quality, giving emphasis to the use of masonry. 

The restoration project was completed in three phases beginning in the spring of 2000. Phase One involved 
the cleaning and restoration of the 1916 building while Phase Two focused on the restoration of the terrace and 
balustrade. Phase Three completed the project by installing the first planned landscaping scheme in the terraces and 
surrounding the building designed by Sasaki Associates from Watertown, MA. 

Details of the project included complete disassembly and reconstruction of the marble terrace surrounding 
the 1916 building; repairing and cleaning of the marble stonework of the building’s facades; repair and restoration 
of all bronze elements that were an integral aspect of the building’s elegant appearance when it first opened; and 
the replacement of the hardscape and most of the plantings surrounding the building. 


(more) 


The exterior restoration of the 1916 huilding is one of the first elements of the CMA Facilities Master Plan 
completed in the spring of 1999. The project was made possible thanks to generous funding hy the HRH Family 
Foundations, The Kelvin and Eleanor Smith Foundation and the State of Ohio. Additional support came from the 
Sears-Swetland Family Foundation and Mr. and Mrs. Quentin Alexander. 

Designed hy the Cleveland firm of Huhhell and Benes, the huilding was the most technologically 
advanced museum huilding in the United States when it opened in June 1916. It is a Cleveland architectural 
landmark set within the Wade Park National Historic District and is now the centerpiece of CMA’s interconnected 
complex of four huildings, including additions completed in 1958, 1971 and 1983. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international fomm for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 
holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org . 
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